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ahead anyway—extending its compulsory jurisdiction, a right the United States 
had supported since the creation of the ICJ in 1946. The case was considered, 
and in 1986, the United States was found guilty of violating the sovereignty of 
Nicaragua. The court ordered that the United States pay reparations of $300 
million to Nicaragua. The United States refused to abide by the decision, how-
ever, arguing it did not accept the court’s jurisdiction in this case because of its 
historical relationship with Latin America and Nicaragua specifically.

Finally, in terms of the organs of the UN, the Trusteeship Council was estab-
lished to administer trust territories that existed when the UN was created to 
facilitate their transition to independence. The council’s members were the five 
permanent members of the Security Council. The work of this body from its 
original charge was completed in 1994. It remains available to meet should a 
need arise.

Since its origins in the post–World 
War II period, the UN has grown  
considerably—from 51 founding 
members to 193 today. However, the 
permanent members of the Security 
Council have resisted expanding their 
membership. Given their growing 
influence in the international system 
politically and economically, Germany 
and Japan have actively sought this 
distinction. Brazil and India have also 
argued for inclusion based on their 
increasing global status and geo-
graphic location as part of the Global 
South. Another approach for chang-
ing the membership has been to sim-
ply expand the number of nonpermanent members of this group. Any of these 
actions would require amending the UN Charter, which is a very onerous process. 
Two-thirds of all members of the General Assembly must adopt and ratify the 
amendment, and all permanent members of the Security Council must be on 
board. Attaining such a level of comprehensive agreement is highly unlikely.

Interdependence and Regional 
Intergovernmental Organizations

As the UN emerged from the trials and tribulations of World War II, its most 
critical objective was peace. Other international organizations that developed 
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